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Abstract: The Khilafah Institution is claimed to be a part of Islam teachings that is impeccable 
and certainly true, because Muslims are brethren and it is impossible among Muslims to fight 
over the position of Caliph. However khilafah is a political institution that is not always 
spotless and sacred from power struggle. Abdul Malik ibn Marwan began his political career in 
the Caliphate when he was appointed as governor of Medina by the Muawiyyah when he was 
only 16 years old. Before becoming a caliph, he was known as a ‘zuhud’ figure and was 
regarded as one of the ulama (scholars) of Medina. He was known as an expert on Islamic 
jurisprudence and a scientist who admire knowledge. Since childhood, he had memorized the 
Qur'an and studied directly from Usman. In addition to learning to memorize the Qur’an, he 
also studied hadith, fiqh, tafsir, and more. He was known for being a very intelligent person. 
He explored Islam from his acquaintances in depth and made Islamic laws well preserved. 
Unfortunately, when he became the caliph a change occurred in him. Therefore, no scientific 
discussion was referred from him during his caliph time. 
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Introduction 
One of the stories of Islamic leaders recorded by historians is Abdul Malik ibn Marwan. His full 
name is Abu al Walid ‘Abd al Malik ibn Marwan ibn al Hakam ibn Abul Um Umayyad Ibn Abdul 
Syam ibn Abdul Manaf. He was born in Medina around the year 25 AH and he was 10 years old when 
the Caliph Uthman was killed. Abdul Malik was a diligent student and he had become a fiqh expert, 
‘abid and qariy at young age. He was even aligned with the faqih of Madinah Sai’id ibn al Musyyab 
and ‘Urwah ibn al Zubayr [1]. Abdul Malik ibn Marwan began his political career since he was 
appointed as a governor of Medina by the Muawiyyah at the age of sixteen. This strategic political 
position did not affect his role as an ulama but significantly contribute to his position as a caliph. 
Subsequently, he became the Umayyad caliph, replacing his father, Marwan ibn Hakam. 
Abdul Malik was recognized as the second founder of Umayyad Daulah. The Islamic world was 
in a serious conflict when he was appointed as a caliph because Ibn Zubair had proclaimed himself as 
a caliph in Hijaz. The Shi’ah made a rebellion, and the Khawarij rebelled as well. Al Muktar ibnu 
‘Ubaid as Tsaqafi mobilized a large number of soldiers to rampage, and he himself did not understand 
why. In fact, Abdul Malik succeeded in taking control all regions and he became the single authority. 
He had also been able to exterminate all disobediences and rebellion. Therefore, he was entitled to as 
“second founder” of Umayyad Daulah [2]. 
The character of Caliph Abdul Malik as the Umayyad caliph was very interesting to be 
discussed. Abdul Malik received a higher education and he was seen as one of the famous fiqh experts 
in Medina. His dark and bright side is an important point in the span of Islamic history. He was 
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regarded as the unifier of the Ummah’ after succeeding in quelling Ibn Zubair and the Shi’ah 
tawwabun which had occurred since the time of the caliph Yazid. 
His father had appointed him as the crown prince, not long after the Mu’tamar Al Jabiyah, in 
which it was decided that Khalid ibn Yazid would be the successor of Marwan, and after that ‘Amru 
ibn Said ibnul ‘Ash. However, Marwan made changes by overthrowing Abdul Malik. This change did 
not give a big effect. In addition, Abdul Malik’s personality exceeded almost all the prominent people 
at that time. No one dared to challenge Abdul Malik’s appointment, except ‘Amru ibn Sa'id. As a risk, 
‘Amru ibn Sa’id lost his head because he opposed the decision [2]. 
It is very obvious that Abdul Malik was the most appropriate person to become a caliph at that 
time. He was a steadfast leader, could not be shaken by the difficulties that occurred in his time. In 
fact, he wanted to overcome all the difficulties. One of the important events faced by Abdul Malik was 
the rebellion of ‘Amru ibn Sa’id ibnul‘ Ash. ‘Amru wanted to become a caliph after Marwan’s reign. 
At first, Marwan seemed to prioritize Amru rather than Khalid who was too young and busy in 
studying, and did not care about the issue of the Caliph. Therefore, ‘Amru fought as a hero to 
strengthen Marwan’s power but Marwan betrayed him. He instead appointed two of his own sons as 
crown princes, namely Abdul Malik and Abdul Aziz. 
Abdul Malik often led his own troops. In general, he always wins. One of the battles directly 
under his leadership was the battle that took place in Iraq against Mush’ab ibn Zubair. Abdul Malik 
had a strong self-confidence and he believed that no one could compete him. His great achievement 
during his power was in managing and directing the government offices. In the past, government 
offices in Shiam used Greek as the official language, and those in Persia used Persian while in Egypt 
they used Qibthi. So, Abdul Malik set out to convert all of them into a single official language that is 
Arabic. This effort could be carried out under the leadership of Sulaiman ibn Sa’ad in Shiam and Salih 
ibn Abdirrahman in Persia. As for Egypt, it could only be implemented during the reign of his son, al 
Walid. 
The Sources of Islamic Law during the Umayyad Period 
1. Al-Qur’an 
There were differences and uncertainty of text interpretation that occur during the reign of 
the Khulafaur Rasyidin. This was caused by the fuqaha in this generation did not see directly the 
descent of the Qur’an. Therefore, it is not easy to understand Asbabul Nuzul that take significant 
role in understanding a verse, the history of a verse appear, about nasikh, and mansukh. Unless they 
met directly with the Sahabah. Moreover, there was the difference in linguistic abilities among 
those who continued to develop. 
2. Sunnah 
At this time, the Tabi’in relied more on the Sunnah compared to the times of the Sahabah of 
the Prophet, especially after the deployment of Hadith and there are many fuqaha who gave fatwas. 
As a result, there are several fuqaha schools, namely groups that are committed to the Sunnah and 
are very selective; and groups that were free to use logic. Both of these schools were not so visible 
in the days of the Prophet’s sahabah. 
3. Ijma’ 
In this age, there was a difference about the Ijma’ which could be used as a source of law, 
namely the agreement of all mujtahid or some special groups. This included the opinion of the 
Shi’ah who said that the agreement of all mujtahid from the Ahlul Bait. But in general, starting 
from this era, ijma’ had experienced a lot of urgency as a legal source for Islamic jurisprudence 
after Jurisprudence had spread to various parts of the country, making it very difficult for them to 
meet. 
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4. Logic (Ra’yi) 
Usually, they called it as qiyas in general. There was a difference about the legality as 
explained. However, the majority of scholars continued to use it even though some were more 
inclined to reduce the qiyas space unless forced. Some others were rather loose in the usage [3]. 
The Causes of the Development of Islamic Law 
First, the expansion of independence and the integration of Tsaqafah (civilization). By the 
advancement of a government, it was followed by the diversity of customs through cultural 
assimilation. Every civilization and culture interacted and removed boundaries. Thus, the occurrence 
of good relations influenced the contribution in science, experimental and the widespread of 
understanding and intellectuality. In addition, the emergence of new problems that humans needed to 
understand the law in Kitabullah. 
Second, the spread of fuqaha in this period. Jurists spreaded in various cities in order to spread 
Islam. They entered and joined the Islamic forces in conquering an area. There, they as law 
enforcement, must and so on to provide knowledge about new matters. On the other hand, some of 
their scholars ‘tafaqquh fi al-din’ moved from one sector to another to get new things. 
Third, the number of fatwas and events. Muslims faced many transactions and worship that 
were in line with Islamic law. So, they required fatwas that encouraged ulama to involve and produce 
rules that made it easy to implement the law. In fact, they did a lot of Iftiradhi Fiqh which had no 
problems at that time. This helped them to get to know the law of Allah SWT against the predictable 
problems that lead to widespread Fiqh increasingly. 
Fourth, the expansion of Munadharah (debating and exchanging arguments). One of the 
activities of the jurisprudence was that they were serious in understanding what they got from the laws 
of other scholars. To explain the illat so that it could be applied in life, they compared it with a similar 
law at that time. Most of the case was in the form of differences of thought and the existence of 
arguments that might be unacceptable so that there was a debate between the jurists. There was no 
debate that ends in violence, but in Munadharah on political problems related to imarah (leadership) 
and law. 
Fifth, there were many scientific codifications and translations. At this time, there was the 
codification of Sunnah and classifying it in certain chapters, valid or not. Writing Fiqh, Ushul and the 
theme of the Qur’an from various kinds of knowledge, gave a great impact on Fiqh field. It was easy 
for Fiqh experts to master a new matter and a science. In addition, Muslims were increasingly 
motivated to expand their knowledge by understanding diverse civilizations that were translated from 
philosophical books, logic, comparative religions and books related to previous religions. 
Sixth, there were political influences. Umayyad Daula was a daulah who paid attention to the 
political and legal side that was more dominant than the other side. At the same time, the development 
of Fiqh was also very intense. In the last days of Umayyad Daula, the teaching of the Khawarij and the 
Mu’tazilah was increased as well. Some of Umayyad caliphs, they agreed with that and hold halaqah-
halaqah, studies, and the discussion of scholars about qadha and qadar so on then the tadwin and 
ta’lif (efforts to compose the book) began to emerge [3].  
During the reign of Abdul Malik Ibn Marwan, also the previous period, there were two schools 
of Islamic Law, namely: 
1. The School of Islamic Law in Medina. Islamic legal provisions based on the Istinbath of the law 
which had been established by the Medina scholars among the Medina jurists (expert of sab’ah). 
a) Sa’id ibn Musayyab 
b) Urwah ibn Zubair 
             Here, fiqh experts used Ra’yu cautiously. 
2. Islamic jurists in Kufa used the Ra’yu more than the scholars in Medina. In addition, it also could 
not be separated from the usage of Hadith/Sunnah. 
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Progress Achieved and the Development of Islamic Law  
During the reign of Abdul Malik, he was considered as the second founder Umayyad 
governments. Things that can be achieved include: 
1. Economic Political Field 
a. Establishing Arabic as the official language that applicable to the entire territory of Abdul 
Malik’s caliph. 
b. Introducing original Arabic currencies [4]. 
Abdul Malik and al-Hajjaj also introduced original Arabic currencies. In the first successful 
conquest, the Arabs did not have time to think about printing currencies. They were content to use the 
currency that had been circulating in Arabia and conquered countries, mostly the Byzantine and 
Persian currencies. Then some verses of the Qur'an were superimposed on both of these currencies, 
but Abdul Malik was the first caliph who instructed to print the currency by using Arabic and Islamic 
phrase only.  The currency was made of two kinds of metals, gold dinar and silver dirham. The 
exchange rate was set at ten or twelve dirhams for one dinar, but the actual rate depended on market 
fluctuations and at various times and places, where the dirham value was greatly reduced. Arabs also 
took over the existing taxation system, especially land tax and poll tax, but, at the same time began to 
make changes in taxation in order to be compatible with Islam [5]. 
2. Knowledge Field 
During the reign of Abdul Malik ibn Marwan, the knowledge that developed at that time was 
language including the knowledge of Qowa’id which discussed Nahwu and Shorof to learn Arabic. 
This happened because the caliph Abdul Malik ibn Marwan required Arabic as the official language of 
the country. So that all orders and regulations and communication officially use Arabic [6].  
3. Regional Expansion 
The most prominent success of the Muawiyyah government was the expansion of Islamic 
jurisdiction to the regions of Algeria, Tunisia and Morocco, even Spain and the coast of western 
Atlantic ocean, to Asia Minor and northern Turkey, and some regions that were once states of the 
Soviet Union now Russia, like Uzbekistan, and Tabristan. 
The extent of this territory was a factor in developing Islamic law. By increasing complex new 
problems that arose in the struggle of social interaction between nations, it required answers from 
Islam as a guide to human life. The wider the area of Islamic power, the more sociological aspects 
(customs and culture) of each community in a nation that must be absorbed and accommodated by 
Islam. In turn, there will also be more opportunities for scholars to carry out ijtihad in determining 
provisions of law. 
According to al Mawardi, Abdul Malik ibn Marwan was the first who established al Mudzalim 
institutions in Islamic goverment, especially in the new Umayyad government. Later, the caliph Umar 
ibn Abdul Aziz improved the performance of al Mudzalim institution by taking care of and giving the 
property of the people who had been wronged by previous officials. This institution was very 
authoritative and did not hesitate to punish officials who acted unjust to the public. Al Mudzalim was 
an institution established by the government to defend those persecuted person due to arbitrary attitude 
of the officials, which was usually difficult to be resolved by the ordinary courts. The authority 
possessed by this institution was to resolve cases of law violations committed by government officials 
such as bribery, corruption and government policies that harmed society. People who were authorized 
to settle these cases were referred to as al Nadlir. There was also a kind of judicial organization at that 
time. The judiciary had two distinctive characteristics, namely: 
a. A qadhi or judge decided a case by using ijtihad. 
b. Judiciary had not been affected by politics (Jurnal Tarbiyah 56 Vol: 1 No: 1 2015 pp. 47-76). 
 
During the reign of Marwan, there was an agreement between the Sharif in Yemen and the 
seniors or the elders of Umayyad. The one who replaced Marwan as the Caliph was Khalid bin Yazid 
(the stepbrother of the new Caliph Muawiyah II who died at the time), and after that, would be ruled 
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by Amr bin Sa’id bin al-Ash al-Ashdaq. However, Marwan reneged on the treaty, by appointing his 
own son, Abdul Malik. Later, it was also determined that the next caliph was his other son, Abdul 
Azis. Here, we witnessed the desecration of the agreement between Muawiyah and Sayyidina Hasan 
again. Not only that, the story of the death of Sayyidina Hasan because of his wife’s recurrence in this 
case. In the caliphate, power and women were also something that enticing anyone. Imam Thabari, in 
his Tarikh, told about how Marwan, who was worried about Khalid bin Yazid would replace him 
according to the previous agreement, received an advice to marry the widow of Caliph Yazid, who 
was Khalid’s mother. Marwan followed that advice and Khalid became his stepson so he could control 
him. However, Marwan went further. He killed Khalid bin Yazid’s character by taunting him in front 
of many people: “I have never seen anyone else as stupid as him!”. Khalid is offended and reports it to 
his mother. His mother told Khalid to remain silent and turn this matter over to her. So, one night 
when Marwan was sleeping, Khalid’s mother (who was one of Marwan’s wives) clutched his face by 
using a pillow and died. This happened on Ramadan in 685. That is what Imam Thabari said, an expert 
on Tafsir, Fiqh, and history that is recognized by the Muslim and Islamic world. Imam Suyuthi 
recounts, a history from Ibn Aisha, that Abdul Malik was reading the Qur’an in the mosque when he 
got the news that his father, Marwan, had died. That means Abdul Malik will replace his father as 
caliph. Abdul Malik closed the Qur’an while saying goodbye: “This is the last time for you”. 
Based on this history, we can understand how Abdul Malik changed completely since becoming 
the Caliph. From someone who was pious and loved the Qur’an become a politician who no longer 
followed the instructions of the Qur’an. For example, Imam Tabari and Imam Suyuthi reported that 
Abdul Malik killed his rival, Amr bin Said bin al-Ash al-Ashdaq, who had already been mentioned 
above, who should have been Marwan’s successor. Meanwhile, another rival, Khalid bin Yazid, was 
left alive because he retreated from politics and chose to become a chemist. It was also reported, 
Abdul Malik also admitted that he drank khamr after worship. Abdul Malik also ordered al-Hajjaj bin 
Yusuf to attack Abdullah bin Zubair until he was died tragically. Hajjaj’s atrocities under the 
command of Caliph Abdul Malik were legendary and were recorded in Islamic literature. 
During the time of Abdul Malik ibn Marwan, the course of government was determined by four 
main departments (diwan). The four departments are: 
1. The Ministry of Land Tax (diwan al-Kharaj), to oversee the financial department 
2. The Ministry of Khatam (diwan al-Khatam), to design and ratify the government ordinances. 
3. The Ministry of Correspondence (diwan al-Rasail), entrusted to control the problems in the regions 
and all communication between governors. 
4. The Ministry of Taxation (diwan al-Mustaghalat). 
Important Events During the Reign of Abdul Malik ibn Marwan 
1. Abdurrahman ibnul Asy’ats’ rebellion (81-85AH/700-704AD) 
Hajjaj, who was the Governor of Iraq at that time, controlled Abdur Rahman to attack 
Turkey in 81 AH. He managed to achieve many victories. Later, he declared his insubordination to 
Hajjaj and Abdul Malik. Then, he fought toward Hajjaj and succeeded in making Iraq under his 
control. After that, the eastern region succeeded under his control except Khurasan. There, he 
fought with the Umawi government. Eventually, he was defeated and fled in 82 AH and be killed 
in 85 AH/704 AD. Hajjaj killed many scholars who follow Abdur Rahman Ibn-Ash’ath, including 
Said bin Jubair. 
2. Hajjaj bin Yusuf ats-Tsaqafi (95 AH/714 AD) 
He was one of good acquaintances of Abdul Malik. He is also very famous and is also the 
most stellar governor in history. He was known as a person who was very political, intelligent, 
hard, and cruel, when he was in a state of rights and not rights. He was one of the leaders who 
fought Mush’ab ibnuz-Zubair, who then made Iraq under the rule of Umayyad. After that he was 
ordered by Abdul Malik to fight Abdullah ibn Zubair in an attempt to conquer the Hijaz. He 
succeeded in conquering him and killing Abdullah ibn Zubair. Since then he became the governor 
of the Hijaz. During the crisis in Iraq, Abdul Malik appointed him as a governor. Hajjaj used all 
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means even with violence and cruelty against the Iraqis until Iraq became stable. His influence 
covered all the eastern regions. He had a very big role in solving the obstacles faced by the 
Umayyad. Violence seems to be a certainty that he did to achieve tranquillity and peace. 
3. Khawarij 
The Khawarij progressed in Iraq and the Arabian Peninsula. However, the Umayyad 
warlords managed to conquer them and destroy most of them. The famous Khawarij leaders in this 
period were Qathari ibnul-Fuj’ah and Syabab ibnusy-Syaibani. 
The End of Abdul Malik’s Reign 
The rest of Abdul Malik’s reign for about twelve years was prosperous and peaceful. The entire 
eastern kingdom was led by al-Hajjaj, the conqueror of Mecca with an iron hand. While provincial 
offices were given to the caliph’s families. This means that the concentration of power was in the 
hands of Abdul Malik. His mastery of administrative details was reinforced by his order to use Arabic 
throughout the country. When the previous Arabs who conquered various provinces before, they 
retained existing provincial and local officials, and allowed them to continue to use Greek, Syriah or 
any languages that had been used. Then, this was changed but the same officials were allowed to take 
office and were not required to convert to Islam. But over time, more and more Muslims were skilled 
in office work, and many non-Muslim people converted to Islam. 
Conclusion 
From the discussion above, it can be concluded that the Caliph Abdul Malik ibn Marwan was 
born during the Caliph Usman bin Affan. He began his political career in the Caliphate when he was 
appointed as governor of Medina by the Muawiyyah. Abdul Malik ibn Marwan is recognized as 
superior compared to the others. Therefore, when he was appointed as the fifth caliph, replacing the 
Caliph Marwan ibn Hakam, there were not many figures opposed him. Abdul Malik became caliph 
after his father Marwan ibn Hakam died in 65 AH / 684 AD. During his reign, he was able to 
extinguish the rebels, among them: Abdur Rahman bin Muhammad bin Ash’ats, Hajjaj bin Yusuf, and 
Khawarij. 
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